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State and Local Election Security Act of 2026

Elections security has never been more critical, yet the Trump Administration has fired critical
election security staff and pushed massive cuts to resources that place new burdens on state
and local election officials. Election administration resources from Congress have been
inconsistent and failed to sustainably meet the levels needed to invest in our elections
infrastructure.

A recent study found that 75 percent of local election officials have not received additional
resources to address the cuts to election security made by the federal government. In 2020,
Congress provided $825 million nationwide to support elections during the COVID pandemic,
but regular annual federal election support funding has not kept up with increased needs, falling
to around $50 million annually.

The recent attacks on California’s elections have made clear, even large states that invest in
their elections are in need of additional resources — particularly as they are forced to stretch
their budgets to cover election security activities previously handled by the federal government
in preparation of the 2026 midterms and face election disinformation attacks from the Trump
Administration. That's why Senate Rules Committee Ranking Member Padilla is introducing the
“State and Local Election Security Act of 2026.”

What the bill does:

e Provides for $10 billion in near term funding for the critical 2026 and 2028 elections, with
$5 billion in 2026, and $2.5 billion in 2027 and 2028 to improve support for election
administration, which includes modernizing election infrastructure, improving efficiency to
count more votes in less time without sacrificing accuracy, and preventing, preparing for,
and responding to election security threats.

o This funding level aligns with a request for $10 billion made during the Biden
Administration, would address the at least $2.71 billion recommended for voting
system upgrades and replacement.

o An analysis by the Election Infrastructure Initiative found an ongoing cost of at least
$5 billion per year to administer and invest in election infrastructure, which does not
include the necessary upgrades for security and efficiency improvements.

¢ Directs the Election Assistance Commission to make these funds available within 30 days
of enactment and requires that half of those funds be provided to local elections
jurisdictions.

e Recognizing procurement cycles by creating a five-year window for election officials to
spend the funds, with an optional waiver for an additional three years.

e Provides $50 million in funding to carry out the Elections Infrastructure Information
Sharing and Analysis Center (EI-ISAC) to support state and local election officials, which
lost funding as a result of the Trump Administration’s decimation of CISA.

As Rules Committee Ranking Member, Padilla has held four Spotlight Forums calling out the Trump Administration’s efforts to
interfere with and undermine the 2026 midterm elections. In June, Padilla introduced the Protect our Polls Act to protect the integrity
of American elections from federal interference by armed military or federal law enforcement. He has also introduced the Absentee
and Mail Voter Protection Act, to nullify Trump’s unlawful vote-by-mail executive order. Padilla is also a member of the Senate
Democrats’ Election Protection Task Force tasked with stress-testing responses to several threats to the 2026 midterms.
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https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/local-election-officials-survey-2026
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