
January 8, 2025

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden 
President of the United States  
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Biden: 

We write in support of the State of California’s request for a Major Disaster 
Declaration in response to the Palisades, Eaton, Franklin, and Hurst Fires and the ongoing
windstorm event, including subsequent wildfires that may erupt under the current 
hazardous conditions. 

The State has experienced several wildfires since January 7, 2025, when the 
windstorm event began. The intensity and damages of the wildfires and windstorm 
continue to overwhelm state resources and require federal assistance, coordination, and 
action to supplement state and local efforts. 

These wildfires have caused widespread damage across Los Angeles County that 
have threatened the lives and livelihoods of hundreds of thousands of Californians. The 
wildfires have damaged – and continue to threaten – federal and state highways and 
roads, critical infrastructure, homes, and buildings. To date, two people have lost their 
lives, over 1,000 structures, including many residences, have been destroyed, and 
110,000 residents are under mandatory evacuation orders. 

The severity of these wildfires requires additional coordination and a wider range 
of long-term federal recovery programs. Therefore, we urge you to expeditiously approve
California’s request for a Major Disaster Declaration and to provide all categories of 
public assistance, individual assistance, and direct federal assistance set forth in the 
Governor’s request. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely,

Alex Padilla
United States Senator

Adam B. Schiff
United States Senator



Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress
Chair, California Democratic 
Congressional Delegation

KEN CALVERT
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress
Ranking Member,
Subcommittee on Border
Security and Enforcement

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress



Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Sam T. Liccardo
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Mark Takano
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Nancy Pelosi
Member of Congress



Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Josh Harder
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Adam Gray
Member of Congress

Tom McClintock
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Kevin Kiley
Member of Congress

Pete Aguilar
Member of Congress

Doug LaMalfa
Member of Congress



Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

Jay Obernolte
Member of Congress

David G. Valadao
Member of Congress

George Whitesides
Member of Congress

Luz Rivas
Member of Congress

Derek Tran
Member of Congress

Laura Friedman
Member of Congress

Dave Min
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress


