Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20515

September 15, 2026

The Honorable Doug Burgum
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C St., NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Burgum:

Yosemite National Park is a cornerstone of the National Park System and is one of California’s
crown jewels. President Theodore Roosevelt once said that “nothing in the world is more
beautiful than the Yosemite” and that our national parks should be “preserved” and “their
majestic beauty all unmarred.” Yosemite is a national treasure preserved for the benefit of the
American people. Its continued beauty, status as a wildlife sanctuary, and source of enjoyment is
contingent upon preservation and proper maintenance of its land—not parts being sold off to
enrich nearby private property owners. We are extremely concerned that the Department of the
Interior is considering selling off portions of the park to private development and we strongly
oppose the proposed land transfer.'

Recent reporting indicates that since early 2025, the Department of the Interior and the National
Park Service have been considering a proposal to exchange or convey an interest in an
approximately quarter-mile strip of federally managed public land within Yosemite National Park
to facilitate access to an 83-acre privately owned ranch. This is not the first time this property has
sought to have private access to Yosemite, with federal courts blocking this right to access in
both 2007 and 2012.> Now that the ranch has a new owner, they are once again seeking to
acquire this land to enhance the value of their property, and the political leadership at DOI is
pressuring career staff to approve the exchange.

At its core, this proposal appears to provide a private benefit at the expense of land that belongs
to all Americans. This transaction does not seek to expand public access to Yosemite, improve
visitor services, or address transportation deficiencies in park access. Rather, this land exchange
seeks to merely cut down on driving time for a select few on private property. Any decision to
relinquish public land to private ownership should be supported by a clear and compelling public
benefit, not merely the economic interests of a private party.

We were alarmed that the Department submitted to Congress a proposal to use money from the
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) authority to facilitate this exchange. That fund
exists to acquire and protect public lands for the benefit of the American public—not sell them
off to corporate developers. In response to the Department’s request to fund this exchange

NOTUS, “Trump’s Quietly Working to Give Part of Yosemite to a Private Developer” (Aug. 28, 2026)
https://www.notus.org/agencies/trump-administration-yosemite-private-developer-deal

% See Hazel Green Ranch, LLC v. U.S. Department of the Interior, No. 10-16519, 2012 WL 3043030 (9th Cir. July
27,2012) (mem.)



through the LWCEF, the Senate Interior-Environment Appropriations Subcommittee did not agree
to move forward on this project due to our objection.

Further, in response to inquiries from Congress, the Department indicated that it has not
identified any land to be exchanged for the parcel of Yosemite National Park that the Department
is seeking to sell to the private developer. This gives further credence to the notion that this
exchange is not being done in the public interest, but rather solely to benefit a private developer.
In its justification for the LWCF proposal, the Department indicated that this exchange was a
“priority,” while providing no compelling explanation for why it was in the interest of the United
States to pursue this exchange. Instead, when explaining the need for the project, the Department
simply stated that the private landowner requested an interest in federally owned property within
the national park.

Public lands belong in public hands. Protection of public lands is a bipartisan issue,
overwhelmingly supported by the American people from all walks of life. We oppose any effort
to privatize, sell off, give away, or otherwise undermine the continued existence of public lands,
in Yosemite or across the country. We ask that you honor congressional objections and abandon
this effort to sell off a piece of Yosemite National Park.
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